Radioisotope studies in monitoring of Gaucher's disease and its treatment.
Radioisotope studies (blood volume, spleen function, and ferrokinetics) were performed in seven patients with chronic (type 1) Gaucher's disease. Interestingly, the 52Fe scans and spleen histology demonstrated extramedullary haemopoiesis in the liver and spleen. Radioisotope measurements (red cell volume, plasma volume, red cell pool, damaged cell clearance, spleen blood flow, 59Fe clearance, red cell utilization and 52Fe scans) provide methods for accurate measurement of the bone marrow and spleen function, thereby enabling prediction of the most suitable time for splenectomy, in the treatment of patients with Gaucher's disease.